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Dear Chairman Alexander and Ranking Member Murray:

We thank you and your colleagues for the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
(HELP) Committee’s work to accelerate progress on the priorities of the National Plan to
Address Alzheimer’s Disease.' In that spirit, we strongly encourage the HELP Committee to
advance as soon as possible S. 2067, the Ensuring Useful Research Expenditures is Key
for Alzheimer’s (EUREKA) Act, to supplement, not supplant, other public and private
sources of dementia research funding.

The EUREKA Act’s key provisions reflect a keen understanding of dementia’s enormous
personal and societal toll. The Act places improved quality of life for people facing dementia
today on equal footing with pursuit of scientific progress. The Act addresses dementia in all
its causes including Alzheimer’s disease, vascular disease, Lewy body disease, and
frontotemporal degeneration. This is a time of great and deserved hope in dementia as
Congress" and the National Institutes of Health" have begun to address chronic underfunding
of research. The Act’s focus on pay for success highlights that we need not only more
research but better research, research that improves the lives of people living with dementia
and caregivers today and that reduces or eliminates the risk of people having to live with
dementia in the future."” We all know the public health,” budgetary and macro-economic"”
statistics about dementia. All too many people know first-hand the individual human toll,
including the disproportionate impact on women,” African Americans,” Hispanics,” and
persons with intellectual disabilities (including those with Down syndrome).* The EUREKA
Act gives voice to the fundamental truth that dementia research needs greater urgency,
greater innovation, and greater results.

We are among the leading proponents for an increased and sustained national commitment
to research as well as for the development of tools and policies to accelerate the review of
potential interventions and therapies by the Food and Drug Administration. The EUREKA Act
would complement these and other efforts by authorizing prize competitions to pursue
transformative solutions to some of the most vexing challenges hindering development of
improved therapies and treatments, including care delivery mechanisms, for people with
dementia and those who provide care.



Spurred by the potential power of the prize, the Act leverages this interest and potential
reward by authorizing the National Institutes of Health to work with other relevant federal
agencies and outside experts to develop EUREKA challenges. Challenges will be designed
by experts in therapy development, healthcare innovation and prize competition sectors and
can span a wide array of topics ranging from basic scientific breakthroughs through the
development of innovative technologies to better assist people with dementia and caregivers.
Each competition will stipulate specific desired goals and outcomes as well as metrics, and a
panel of expert judges will evaluate all submissions to make recommendations on what, if
any, awards should be made. The pay-for-success nature of the concept means that, aside
from the costs associated with designing the competitions, public funds would be expended
only upon achievement of success, creating a winning proposition given limited public funds.
When successful, the EUREKA Act could serve as an evidence-based model for replicating
the prize strategy in addressing other challenging diseases and conditions.

We urge you and your colleagues on the HELP Committee to review this legislation and to
strongly consider advancing it in the 114th Congress. The issue appears to be particularly
timely given the HELP Committee’s extensive efforts to develop a forward-looking medical
innovation agenda to accelerate development and delivery of therapies and treatments. With
more than 5 million Americans living with dementia today, and a recent study indicating that
Alzheimer’s is the nation’s most costly disease, this is the right time to implement the
EUREKA Act’s novel approach to therapeutic development and caregiving innovation.

Thank you for considering our views and for your commitment to overcoming Alzheimer’s
disease and other causes of dementia. Please contact lan Kremer, executive director of
Leaders Engaged on Alzheimer's Disease (the LEAD Coalition),” ikremer@leadcoalition.org
or (571) 383-9916, with questions or for additional information.
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* http://www.leadcoalition.org Leaders Engaged on Alzheimer’s Disease (the LEAD Coalition) is a diverse
national coalition of member organizations including patient advocacy and voluntary health non-profits,
philanthropies and foundations, trade and professional associations, academic research and clinical
institutions, and home and residential care providers, and biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies.
The LEAD Coalition works collaboratively to focus the nation’s strategic attention on dementia in all its
causes -- including Alzheimer’s disease, vascular disease, Lewy body disease, and frontotemporal
degeneration -- and to accelerate transformational progress in detection and diagnosis, care and support,
and research leading to prevention, effective treatment and eventual cure. One or more participants

may have a financial interest in the subjects addressed.




